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Publication Guidelines for EPIC-Europe related studies 

[Updated version - 26 April 2023] 
 

 
This document outlines the applicable guidelines for publishing peer-reviewed papers that present 
Research Results attained from the use of EPIC-Europe Resources (Material and/or Data). These 
guidelines are governed by the EPIC-Europe Steering Committee (EPIC SC) and should be read in 
conjunction with the EPIC-Europe Data and Biospecimen Access Policy (the “Policy”). The capitalized 
terms and expressions used in this document have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.  

 
Publication policy 

 
i) Publications based on laboratory analysis of EPIC-Europe Biospecimens (e.g., plasma, serum, red blood 

cells or DNA samples), and/or EPIC-Europe Data (2 EPIC Centres or more) will be planned with, and 
supervised by the EPIC-Europe Steering Committee (EPIC SC). The following applies: 

• Proposals for which specific topics will lead to data analysis and publication of results may be put 
forward by the EPIC SC members, the EPIC-Europe Working Groups, any other researcher 
participating in the EPIC-Europe study, as well as external scientists (normally via the Working 
Groups). 

• Supervision of the analysis of the data and preparation of manuscripts for publication relative to a 
given topic will be entrusted to an EPIC-Europe Working Group – to be decided upon by the EPIC 
SC – including researchers from the collaborating EPIC Centres and IARC, with one researcher being 
responsible for the coordination of the group. 

• The EPIC SC has the authority to decide whether specific papers shall be published with the 
complete author list (as indicated in Authorship rules below), or under the EPIC-Europe acronym 
with the individual names in appropriate electronic forms or footnotes. 

• In principle, for the major cancer research topics as identified by the EPIC SC, if one (or more)  
EPIC-Europe partner identifies a subject in order to prepare a paper using EPIC-Europe Resources, 
he/she will notify the EPIC SC thereof and produce the said paper within 12 months from the 
notification date. No other EPIC-Europe partner will publish or try to publish with respect to the 
subject duly stated during the said period of time. This period of time may be renewed once, upon 
request of the EPIC-Europe partner(s), and after justification of effective work already made on the 
intended paper through the annual review of the progress of the Approved Research Project 
(Section 6.3 of the Policy refers). Should no publication on the stated subject be made within the 
above-mentioned period of time, another EPIC-Europe partner or another group of EPIC-Europe 
partners may retain this subject. A new period of time may be open. 

ii) For publications based on EPIC-Europe Biospecimens and/or Data from a single nation, the following 
applies: 

• Publications based limitedly on national data will be under the responsibility of the relevant EPIC 
Centre/ national researchers. 

National data provided by an EPIC Centre to the central database shall remain under the sole control of 
this EPIC Centre. National data are made available to EPIC-Europe partners for EPIC-Europe research 
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purposes on a non-exclusive basis, and the providing EPIC Centre shall remain free to use them for its own 
purposes and/or through projects with third parties. 

 
In all publications, due acknowledgment will be made of funding bodies, as applicable. In publications of 
pooled data, due acknowledgment will be made of national funding sources. 

 
Approval of manuscripts 

 
Any manuscript based on EPIC-Europe Resources must be approved by all EPIC SC members before being 
submitted to a scientific journal for peer-review. To facilitate timely approval of manuscripts and 
submission to a journal, the following steps should be followed: 

• Ahead of preparation of the full manuscript, the writing group prepares an initial abstract which is 
then circulated to the EPIC SC (email: epic-sc@imperial.ac.uk) with a request for approval and 
assignment of co-author representatives from the EPIC Centres according to the Authorship rules 
below. Should a member of the EPIC SC not approve of a manuscript moving forward, they should 
at this point indicate as such. Should a member of the EPIC SC not respond, this will be considered 
as passive approval. The EPIC SC members are then given 2 weeks, with one single reminder after 
2 weeks, to nominate co-authors. 

• After this 2-week period the authorship list for the manuscript is provisionally final, though 
additional co-authors may be added during the writing phase. However, there will be no further 
circulation to the EPIC SC requesting nomination of co-authors. 

• The manuscript writing team will share draft versions of the manuscript with the nominated co-
authors and will encourage their engagement in the finalization of the article. 

• For EPIC Centres that do not propose co-authors for a particular manuscript, reference to the use 
of that EPIC Centre’s data and/or samples should be made in the manuscript’s acknowledgement 
section, and the name of the EPIC Centre’s PI should be indicated. As an example: 

o “We acknowledge the use of data and biological samples from the EPIC-Ragusa cohort, PI 
Rosario Tumino” 

• The updated EPIC-Europe funding statement (See details provided at the end of this document) 
should be included in all EPIC-Europe manuscripts. 

• The manuscript can be submitted to a journal when all the co-authors are in agreement. The final 
submitted draft should be shared with the EPIC SC and the EPIC-Europe administrator for their 
records. 

• Final, accepted versions of manuscripts should be sent to the EPIC-Europe administrator 
(epicadmin@imperial.ac.uk) for uploading to the EPIC-Europe SharePoint. 

When circulating the paper and asking for comments, please ask authors to: 

a. State any conflict of interest, and 

b. Check whether affiliations and acknowledgments are still correct and up-to-date. 
 

Notes 
 

• There is no longer a requirement to circulate manuscripts to the Working Groups before they are 
sent to the EPIC SC, however, the manuscript should be shared with the Working Group leaders so 
that they can track publications that are related to the activities of that Working Group. 

• All authors should satisfy the ICMJE requirements for manuscript authorship: 
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-
of-authors-and-contributors.html 

 

mailto:epic-sc@imperial.ac.uk
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
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Authorship rules 

 
Peer reviewed EPIC-Europe papers reporting Research Results originating from the use of EPIC-Europe 
Resources can be categorized as either 1) papers reporting on EPIC-Europe Resources alone, or 2) 
consortium- based papers. As a rule, EPIC-Europe authors for either of these categories should be 
assigned according to the description below. Any departures from these rules in specific projects are 
subject to the approval of the EPIC SC. 
 
 
1. Papers reporting on EPIC-Europe Resources alone. Authorship guidelines for peer reviewed 
publications where materials/data from EPIC-Europe only are included 

i) The writing group members should occupy the initial author positions. As a general guidance, this 
group should be limited to no more than 5-7 members but can be expanded if deemed necessary. 

ii) Following the writing group members, the representatives of the individual EPIC Centres should be 
listed, grouped by country, in alphabetical order of country, and according to the agreed number of 
authors per EPIC Centre –as indicated in Table 1. The final author positions should be occupied by 
Imperial College London (ICL), IARC, and then the senior authors. Individual EPIC Centres may choose 
not to nominate authors for every paper. 

Notes 

• As a general rule, where a particular EPIC Centre has not contributed data, collaborators from this 
EPIC Centre will not be included in the author list. Exceptions based on individual contributions to 
a specific paper may be considered. 

 
Table 1.  Maximum number of authors/ representatives for EPIC-Europe papers 

by country and EPIC Centre (excluding writing group members) 

 
Country 

 
Centre 

Maximum number of authors 
(excluding writing group) 

Total per 
country 

Denmark Aarhus 2 4 

 Copenhagen 2  

France France 3 3 

Germany Heidelberg 2 4 

 Potsdam 2  

{Greece* Greece 3 3} 

Italy Florence 1 5 

 Milan 1  

 Naples 1  

 Ragusa 1  

 Turin 1  

Netherlands Bilthoven 2 4 

 Utrecht 2  

Norway Tromsø 3 3 

Spain Asturias 1 6 

 Barcelona 1  

 Granada 1  

 Guipuzcoa 1  
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 Murcia 1  

 Navarro 1  

Sweden Malmö 2 4 

 Umeå 2  

UK Cambridge 2 4 

 Oxford 2  

IARC IARC 3 3 

UK Imperial College 3 3 

 Overall 43 43 

* Since September 2019, data from EPIC-Greece cannot be included in EPIC-Europe manuscripts and 
EPIC Greece does not have authorship slots. 

 
 

2. Consortium based papers. Authorship guidelines for consortium-based peer reviewed 
publications where materials/data from several studies - including EPIC-Europe - are included 

i) In addition to potential writing group members, EPIC-Europe should be represented with up to 12 
authors; one author per country, and one author each for IARC and Imperial College London. 

ii) Following requests for reduced author lists for multiple-consortia papers, the EPIC SC implemented a 
rotation system, with 4 EPIC-Europe authors for each paper. This rotation is intended to be used for 
generic consortia where EPIC-Europe is one of many cohorts contributing to the consortium. Other 
consortia follow other rotations as noted below. While rotations are recorded on the EPIC-Europe 
SharePoint site, please contact the EPIC Administrator (epicadmin@imperial.ac.uk) first to confirm the 
current rotation before circulating the manuscript/abstract via the EPIC SC distribution list. 

 
For generic consortia where EPIC-Europe is one of many cohorts (4 EPIC-Europe co-authors): 

 

1 2 3 
Sweden Germany Italy 
Norway Netherlands Denmark 
France Spain Imperial 
UK IARC  

 
For GECCO papers (3 EPIC-Europe co-authors per manuscript): 

 

1 2 3 
Sweden Germany Italy 
France Spain Netherlands 
UK IARC Imperial 

 
For PRACTICAL manuscripts: up to 5 EPIC-Europe co-authors. Manuscripts are subject to the type of 
analysis performed as judged by PRACTICAL EPIC-Europe lead Ruth Travis: 

 

1 2 3 
Imperial Spain Germany 
Netherlands Italy Denmark 
Sweden UK IARC 
+2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members 

 
 

file://inti/nme/Shared_Documents/EPIC%20SC/Data%20protection%20policy%20and%20new%20CRA/Publication%20guidelines%20update%202023/epicadmin@imperial.ac.uk
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For generic consortia where EPIC-CVD manuscripts are one of many cohorts: 
 

1 2 3 
Imperial Spain Germany 
Netherlands Italy Denmark 
Sweden UK IARC 
+2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members 

 
For OCAC papers (up to 4 EPIC-Europe co-authors): 

 

1 2 3 4 
Imperial Spain Germany IARC 
Netherlands Italy Denmark France 
+2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members 

 
For BCAC papers (up to 4 EPIC-Europe co-authors): 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Imperial Spain Germany Sweden IARC France 
Netherlands Italy Denmark UK Norway  

+2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members +2 WG members 

 
EPIC-IBD (EPIC-Europe Lead: Simon Chan) 6 co-authors: SC + 4 EPIC Centres. EPIC Centres will be 
approached in the order noted below for their participation until four EPIC Centres are reached: 

 

 
 
The countries/entities that make up EPIC-IBD: 
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, UK, IARC and Imperial College London. 
 
For PanScan papers (up to 4 EPIC-Europe co-authors): 
 

1 2 
France 

 
 

 

Spain 
UK IARC 
Germany Italy 

  Netherlands Imperial 

 
[Note: The Scandinavian Centers supply their own authors.] 
 
  

Four EPIC Centres +  
2 WG members  
(6 total) 
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EPIC-Europe Funding Statement and Disclaimer (to be included in all EPIC-Europe 
manuscripts) 

Financial support: 
 
The coordination of EPIC-Europe is financially supported by International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) and also by the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of Public Health, 
Imperial College London which has additional infrastructure support provided by the NIHR Imperial 
Biomedical Research Centre (BRC). 

 
The national cohorts are supported by: Danish Cancer Society (Denmark); Ligue Contre le Cancer, 
Institut Gustave Roussy, Mutuelle Générale de l’Education Nationale, Institut National de la Santé et 
de la Recherche Médicale (INSERM) (France); German Cancer Aid, German Cancer Research Center 
(DKFZ), German Institute of Human Nutrition Potsdam-Rehbruecke (DIfE), Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) (Germany); Associazione Italiana per la Ricerca sul Cancro-AIRC-Italy, 
Compagnia di SanPaolo and National Research Council (Italy); Dutch Ministry of Public Health, 
Welfare and Sports (VWS), Netherlands Cancer Registry (NKR), LK Research Funds, Dutch Prevention 
Funds, Dutch ZON (Zorg Onderzoek Nederland), World Cancer Research Fund (WCRF), Statistics 
Netherlands (The Netherlands); Health Research Fund (FIS) - Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII), 
Regional Governments of Andalucía, Asturias, Basque Country, Murcia and Navarra, and the Catalan 
Institute of Oncology - ICO (Spain); Swedish Cancer Society, Swedish Research Council and County 
Councils of Skåne and Västerbotten (Sweden); Cancer Research UK (14136 to EPIC-Norfolk; 
C8221/A29017 to EPIC-Oxford), Medical Research Council (1000143 to EPIC-Norfolk; MR/M012190/1 
to EPIC-Oxford) (United Kingdom). 
 
Disclaimer:  
 
Where authors are identified as personnel of the International Agency for Research on Cancer / World 
Health Organization, the authors alone are responsible for the views expressed in this article and they 
do not necessarily represent the decisions, policy or views of the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer / World Health Organization. 
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